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n 2021, Pope Francis 
instituted the World Day  

for Grandparents and the 
Elderly. It is celebrated closest  
to the Memorial of Sts. Joachim 
and Anne, parents of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, which is on July 26.  

 
 
In his message this year, Pope Francis said,  
“The World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly is an opportunity to proclaim 
once more, with joy, that the Church wants to celebrate together with all those 
whom the Lord —in the words of the Bible—has “filled with days.”  
 
Let us celebrate it together...  
Let us make sure no one feels alone on this day.  
Expecting a visit can transform those days when we think we have nothing  
to look forward to; from an initial encounter, a new friendship can emerge.  
 
Visiting the elderly who live alone is a work of mercy in our time.” 
 

SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR INDIVIDUALS AND FAMILIES FOR CELEBRATING  
WORLD DAY FOR GRANDPARENTS AND THE ELDERLY: 

 
•Have children and grandchildren bless the Grandparents 
 
•Visit an elderly neighbor and be a blessing to them;  
do a service or bring a small gift 
 

 
 
    
 
•Make a display table of 
photographs of deceased  
grandparents and elderly 
 
•Create a memory scrapbook 
 
•Remember your grandparents  
by doing something they love(d), 
(cooking a favorite recipe, 
listening to music, going fishing 
or some other activity).  
     
https://www.usccb.org/
topics/marriage-and-family-life
-ministries/grandparents-
elderly 
 
•Pray the Novena of Sts. Anne  
& Joachim for Faith and 
Perseverance 
 
https://www.usccb.org/issues-
and-action/marriage-and-
family/natural-family-
planning/upload/nfp-sts-anne-
joachim-novena.pdf 
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WHEN WILL IT BE ENOUGH? 
 

I 
realize that this is a very sensitive and polarizing subject to be writing about.   
Maybe some of you are responsible gun owners and I respect that but I am  
sickened by children being slaughtered by those who do not respect life.   

This is not a political issue for me, it is a moral one. 
 
Article 15 of our Rule states “let them individually and collectively be in the forefront in promoting 

justice by the testimony of their human lives and their courageous initiatives.”Article 19 reminds us 
that “mindful that they are bearers of peace which must be built up unceasingly, they should seek out 
ways of unity and fraternal harmony through dialogue, trusting in the presence of the divine seed in 
everyone and in the transforming power of love and pardon.” 

 
I was not going to write about this subject but I received a letter from someone in the region            

who said she was told that the issue was “too unwieldy for a local fraternity to handle.”I agree.           
Oftentimes, those discussions get heated and cause hard feelings and probably should not be discussed        
in fraternity meetings. Let me present what is solely my opinion on this subject. I am not trying to 
convert anyone or project that differing opinions are wrong. Some of the material I will present is           
from the U.S. Catholic Bishops Conferences. 

 
Since the tragic event in Uvalde, Texas on May 24 where 19 children and 2 adults were murdered 

and another 17 injured, there have been, as of June 9 when I’m writing this, 40 mass shootings in 18 
states with 43 killed and 180 wounded. 40 mass shootings in 16 days! Mass shootings are incidents 
involving 4 or more killed or wounded. There have been 230 mass shootings in 2022 to date. 

 
These are not just school shootings. These shootings have taken place in workplaces (including    

a Catholic hospital in Tulsa, Oklahoma), at family BBQs, at graduation parties, in bars, and at block 
parties. The deadliest of them were committed with an AR-15 or other assault type weapon. These are 
weapons of war and should not be in the hands of individuals. You do not need an assault rifle to hunt.  
Assault weapons, weapons of war, were not what the founding fathers had in mind when they wrote the 
Second Amendment, in my opinion.   

 
In 1994, with bipartisan support, Congress pushed through a federal assault weapons ban.            

That ban was limited – it covered only certain categories of semi-automatic weapons such as AR-15s 
and applied to a ban on sales only after the act was signed into law, allowing people to keep hold of 
weapons purchased before that date. It also had in it a so-called “sunset provision” that allowed the 
ban to expire in 2004. 

A L ET TER F ROM O UR R EG IONAL M INI STER  
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The 10-year life span of that ban – with a clear beginning and end date – gives researchers  

the opportunity to compare what happened with mass shooting deaths before, during, and after           
the prohibition was in place.  

 
According to a study by Michael J. Klein, Clinical Assistant Professor of Surgery, New York 

University, the proportion of deaths in mass shootings in which an assault rifle was used was lower 
in 1994 than it is today. Yet in this earlier period, mass shooting deaths were steadily rising.   

 
The 1994 to 2004 period saw lower average annual rates of both mass shootings and deaths 

resulting from such incidents than before the ban’s inception. The data shows an almost immediate 
– and steep – rise in mass shooting deaths in the years after the assault weapons ban expired in 
2004. According to Klein, it is difficult to say conclusively that reinstating the assault weapons ban 
would have a profound impact, especially given the growth in sales in the 18 years in which 
Americans have been allowed to purchase and stockpile such weapons. However, given that many 
of the high-profile mass shooters in recent years purchased their weapons less than one year 
before committing their acts, the evidence suggests that it might.   

 
According to an article by Thomas Reese on Religion News Service, “In response to recent 

mass shootings, Pope Francis and the U.S. Catholic bishops have called for gun control measures 
that would save lives. This undoubtedly surprises some people who think that abortion is the only 
public policy concern of the church’s hierarchy. Sadly, the media and the bishops themselves give 
too little attention to the larger “life” agenda.” 

 
While praying for the children killed and their families in Uvalde, the Pope did not hesitate to 

say, “It is time to say enough to the indiscriminate trafficking of arms.” Pope Francis has frequently 
denounced gun trafficking. On behalf of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB), the chairs 
of four conference committees issued a statement urging all members of Congress to action in 
response to the killings. They urged dialogue and concrete action that “addresses all aspects of the 
crisis, including mental health, the state of families, the valuation of life, the influence of entertainment 
and gaming industries, bullying, and the availability of firearms.” They called for “the passage of 
reasonable gun control measures,” echoing the Pope’s pleas that “It is time to say, ‘no more’ to the 
indiscriminate trafficking of weapons.”  

F ROM O UR R EG IONAL M INI STER 
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In their letter on June 3rd to Congress, these bishops got into specifics on what they considered 

“reasonable” gun control. They encouraged Congress to improve “the firearm background check 
process in favor of the Bipartisan Background Checks Act of 2021 (H.R. 8) and the Enhanced 
Background Checks Act of 2021 (H.R. 1446).” They also supported extreme-risk protection orders 
(the so-called red flag law) through the passage of the Federal Extreme Risk Protection Order Act of 
2021 (H.R. 2377). They complained that “In the ten years since the massacre of children at Sandy 
Hook, very little has been done by Congress to regulate these weapons and prevent another 
catastrophe. We urgently call on members of Congress to work together in a bipartisan fashion to 
make these horrific attacks less likely to happen again.” 

 
The bishops call for “a total ban on assault weapons and limitations on civilian access to high-

capacity weapons and ammunition magazines,” including bump stocks. They cite studies showing 
that limitations on high-capacity magazines can reduce the number of people killed in mass 
shootings by as much as 38%, and those injured by as much as 77%. 

 
They also support universal background checks for all gun purchases and criminalizing gun 

trafficking. The bishops added their support to recent proposals to set a more appropriate minimum 
age for gun ownership. 

 
The USCCB website has additional recommendations: “Regulations and limitations on the 

purchasing of handguns; measures that make guns safer, such as locks that prevent children and 
anyone other than the owner from using the gun without permission and supervision.” Another page 
on the website provides visitors an easy way to write their senators and representatives in support 
of these gun control measures.  

 
Thomas Reese reminds us that “Catholic social teaching has been referred to as the church’s 

best-kept secret. The bishops’ response to gun violence should no longer be a secret. It should be 
preached from the rooftops.” 

 
As I was told in the letter I received “if not us, then who? If not now, then when?” 
 
 
Peace be with you! 

 
Chris Leone, OFS 
Minister, Our Lady of the Angels Region 
cleoneofs@gmail.com 

F ROM O UR R EG IONAL M INI STER 
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Dear Sisters and Brothers, 
 
May the Lord give you His peace! 
 
I hope you are doing well and enjoying the summer.   
I want to share with you an opportunity I received for a FREE Zoom seminar on 
Fratelli Tutti by Franciscans Living in Community (FLIC) on Tuesday, August 9, 2022,  
presented by Br. Richard Contino, OSF. The session is also available in person       
at St. Anthony High School, 275 Wolf Hill Road, So. Huntington, NY 11747. 
 
Here is the link to join the Zoom Meeting (Video Option)  
9:00 Mass / 10:30 Presentation / 1:00 Presentation / 2:00 Holy Hour  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81958424032  
Meeting ID: 819 8542 4032  
Dial by your location (Audio Option) - +1 646 558 8656 US (New York)  
 
To register and attend in-person or by Zoom, please email or call BOTH  
Dcn. Bob Campbell, OFS at arcyc@aol.com (516-599-4256) AND  
Judy Heffernan, OFS at jmblessings@optimum.net (516-524-9939) by August 1st. 
 
Please see the flyer on the next page for further details. 
 
 
Peace, 
Chris Leone, OFS 
Minister, Our Lady of the Angels Region 

      R A T E R N I T A S  

continued on next page 
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F O R M A T I O N  
DIANE F. MENDITTO, OFS 

REGIONAL FORMATION DIRECTOR 
Diane.menditto@gmail.com 

 
 

 
 
Last month after our local fraternity gathering (which happened to be our                              
fraternity elections), I got to thinking about what makes our fraternity so special to me.  

Many of you may have similar feelings about your own fraternities. 
Thinking about why I look forward to being with my brothers and sisters              
and realizing that this good feeling is evident even to visitors, was 
instructive, and it didn’t take me very long to realize that what I was 
feeling was the love we all have for one another. 
 
Then I thought, just how does loving each other make for such a good 
fraternity experience? We are all very different, and yet, we get along. 
Days went by, and I was still thinking about it. I Googled the word "love" 
and found the ancient Greek words for the four types of love mentioned 
in the Bible—Storgé, eros, philia, and agápe.  
 

Storgé describes love that shows natural empathy, like the love that parents feel for their children.  
Eros, as you might expect, is romantic or intimate love. That one didn’t fit in this context.  
Philia is defined as warm affection, friendship between equals. Loyalty to friends, family,  
and community. That was closer.  
Agápe is used by Christians to express the unconditional love of God for His children.  
This type of love was further explained by Thomas Aquinas as "to will the good of another."  
Ah! That’s it. “To will the good of another.”  
 
Bringing the idea back to fraternity life, I departed from Google and the ancient Greeks and 

turned to Sacred Scripture. Of the many, many places (over 250) where love is mentioned in 
Scripture, three stood out to me. 

 
John 15:12 tells us that Jesus said, “This is my commandment: love one another as I love you.” 
In 1 Cor 13:4-8a St. Paul elaborates:“Love is patient, love is kind. It is not jealous, [love] is not 

pompous, it is not inflated, it is not rude, it does not seek its own interests, it is not quick-tempered, 
it does not brood over injury, it does not rejoice over wrongdoing but rejoices with the truth. It bears 
all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never fails.” 

 
Then, finally, in Romans 12:9-18, we read, “Let love be sincere; hate what is evil, hold on to 

what is good; love one another with mutual affection; anticipate one another in showing honor.       
Do not grow slack in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, endure in affliction, 
persevere in prayer. 

continued on next page 
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F O R M A T I O N  
continued from page 7 

Contribute to the needs of the holy ones, exercise hospitality. Bless those who persecute [you], 
bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. Have the 
same regard for one another; do not be haughty but associate with the lowly; do not be wise in your 
own estimation. Do not repay anyone evil for evil; be concerned for what is noble in the sight of all.  
If possible, on your part, live at peace with all.” 

  
The love we feel for one another in fraternity is powerful when it is an authentic, “self-emptying” 

love. It is the kind of love that helps us to find what is lovable in someone we might disagree with or 
not like so much. It’s the love that wants what is good for the whole group even if it requires work, 
sacrifice, and letting go of a personal agenda. It is listening to my brothers and sisters when I’d 
rather listen to what is going on in my own head. It’s being present to one another in fraternity,          
not because we have to be there, but because we genuinely look forward to seeing one another. 

 
Our Rule, of course, gives us further assistance in living a gospel-centered life: 
 
Article 5    “Secular Franciscans, therefore, should seek to encounter the living and active person  
                  of Christ in their brothers and sisters…”  
Article 12 “…they should set themselves free to love God and their brothers and sisters.” 
Article 13 “…so the Secular Franciscans with a gentle and courteous spirit accept all people as 

               a gift of the Lord and an image of Christ.” 
Article 19  “…they should seek out ways of unity and fraternal harmony through dialogue, trusting in 

               the presence of the divine seed in everyone and in the transforming power of love 
               and pardon. Messengers of perfect joy in every circumstance, they should strive to 
               bring joy and hope to others.” 

 
True love of any kind takes sacrifice. Making sacrifices for our families is automatic and expected. 

But as followers of Christ and St. Francis, we are called to open our hearts to all of our brothers and 
sisters. We are called to love people we may not even like. This takes true daily conversion, and it 
can feel like a struggle. We are given the gift of fraternity to help us hone our capacity to love.              
In fraternity we can experience the self-emptying love that reaches out to others. We can learn to 
forgive more easily; to be generous with our time and talents; to be gentle when fraternal correction 
is necessary; to pray for the fraternity and for the individual members, both living and dead.                  
We learn from the Holy Spirit how to love as Jesus loved. 

 
Oh, how beautiful it is when we love one another. We feel happy to be together. We feel connected, 

nourished, valued, and appreciated because we are in a relationship with Jesus and with one another. 
This is what makes fraternity so special when we are all humble enough to love as Jesus and Francis 
loved. The glow can be seen by others, and they want to join us. It is a gift that we practice in 
fraternity and take with us when we go out into the world, into our families, parishes, and workplaces. 
The Holy Spirit gives us this gift freely. And, what a gift it is! 

 
With blessings and love, 
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JIM ANDREANO, OFS 

REGIONAL JPIC COORDINATOR 
JimAndreano@gmail.com 

 

continued on next page 

“A good Catholic meddles in politics.”  -Pope Francis 
In my prior column on this topic, I referred to JPIC simply as “Gospel Living”. That is something  
that all of us as Catholics, and in particular as Franciscans, are called upon to do. 
But what does Gospel Living mean to me and my Fraternity? Where do we start? 
 

One good place to start is with the SEVEN THEMES OF CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHING,                                                   
as published by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB).                                                        

The seven themes, with a brief synopsis of each, are listed below.  

THERE IS PLENTY TO CHOOSE FROM: 

LIFE AND DIGNITY OF  
THE HUMAN PERSON  
The Catholic Church proclaims that 
human life is sacred and that the 
dignity of the human person is the 
foundation of a moral vision for 
society. This belief is the foundation 
of all the principles of our social 
teaching. In our society, human life 
is under direct attack from 
abortion and euthanasia.  
 
The value of human life is being 
threatened by cloning, embryonic 
stem cell research, and the use of 
the death penalty. The intentional 
targeting of civilians in war or 
terrorist attacks is always wrong. 
Catholic teaching also calls on us 
to work to avoid war. Nations must 
protect the right to life by finding 
increasingly effective ways to prevent 
conflicts and resolve them by 
peaceful means.  
 
We believe that every person is 
precious, that people are more 
important than things, and that the 
measure of every institution is 
whether it threatens or enhances 
the life and dignity of the human 
person. 

 

 

continued on next page 
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CALL TO FAMILY, COMMUNITY, AND PARTICIPATION 
The person is not only sacred but also social.  
How we organize our society — in economics and politics, in law and policy — directly affects 

human dignity and the capacity of individuals to grow in community. Marriage and the family are the 
central social institutions that must be supported and strengthened, not undermined. We believe 
people have a right and a duty to participate in society, seeking together the common good and well-
being of all, especially the poor and vulnerable. 

 
RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES  
The Catholic tradition teaches that human dignity can be protected and a healthy community 

can be achieved only if human rights are protected and responsibilities are met.                                 
Therefore, every person has a fundamental right to life and a right to those things required for 
human decency. Corresponding to these rights are duties and responsibilities—to one another, to 
our families, and  to the larger society. 

 
OPTION FOR THE POOR AND VULNERABLE 
A basic moral test is how our most vulnerable members are faring. In a society marred by 

deepening divisions between rich and poor, our tradition recalls the story of the Last Judgment            
(Mt 25:31-46) and instructs us to put the needs of the poor and vulnerable first. 

 
THE DIGNITY OF WORK AND THE RIGHTS OF WORKERS 
The economy must serve people, not the other way around.  
Work is more than a way to make a living; it is a form of continuing participation in God’s creation. 

If the dignity of work is to be protected, then the basic rights of workers must be respected—the right 
to productive work, to decent and fair wages, to the organization and joining of unions, to private 
property, and to economic initiative. 

 
SOLIDARITY 
We are one human family whatever our national, racial, ethnic, economic, and ideological differences. 
We are our brothers’ and sisters’ keepers, wherever they may be. Loving our neighbor has 

global dimensions in a shrinking world. At the core of the virtue of solidarity is the pursuit of justice 
and peace. Pope Paul VI taught that if you want peace, work for justice. The Gospel calls us to be 
peacemakers. Our love for all our sisters and brothers demands that we promote peace in a world 
surrounded by violence and conflict. 

 
CARE FOR GOD’S CREATION  
We show our respect for the Creator by our stewardship of creation. Care for the earth is not 

just an Earth Day slogan, it is a requirement of our faith. We are called to protect people and the 
planet, living our faith in relationship with all of God’s creation. This environmental challenge has 
fundamental moral and ethical dimensions that cannot be ignored. 

continued on next page 
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As I said, plenty to choose from! It is all part of the “seamless garment” — the consistent ethic 
of life which encompasses Catholic Social Teaching. Human life is to be protected and revered from 
conception to natural death, and everything in between. It’s all there in the Seven Themes.                                  
I have listed some of the major issues below: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It is of course impossible for any individual, or any Fraternity, to focus on all of the above 
components of the Seamless Garment. Everyone’s time, resources, and energies are limited.                 
A Fraternity can and should focus on those specific aspects of Catholic Social Teaching that                 
touch its heart – while respecting and supporting others who place their emphasis elsewhere. 

 
So let’s say you’ve decided where you want to put your focus. What now? Now we go back to     

the three-fold foundation of Gospel Living: Prayer (which for us should be a given), Charity, and 
Advocacy. Charity and Advocacy are really two sides of the same coin. Sometimes we are called to 
be the Good Samaritan, investing our time, resources, and energies (and most importantly our love!) 
for folks whom we may not know or never even meet. Other times we are called to be Moses, 
speaking truth to the powerful Pharoah. Which means meddling in politics. The Pope said it’s OK. 

 
None of this is easy. The Regional JPIC Committee is ready to help. If your Fraternity would like 

some assistance in starting or advancing its JPIC Program, please feel free to contact me at 
JimAndreano@gmail.com. 

 
continued from page 10 

•Abortion 

•Euthanasia 

•Death Penalty 

•Avoidance of War 

•Peaceful Conflict Management     

    (Which does not mean Conflict Avoidance!) 

•Gun Violence 

•Mental Health Issues 

•Strengthening of Family Institutions 

•Working for the Common Good 

•Protection of Fundamental Human Rights 

•Preferential Care for the Poor and Vulnerable 

•Worker’s Rights 

•Immigration 

•Racism 

•Solidarity – We Are Our Brother’s Keepers 

•Stewardship of Creation – Now and for     

    future generations 
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O R D ,  WE PRAY FOR  
O U R F A M I L Y   
     OF  
FRANCISCAN  
BROTHERS  
AND SISTERS  
WHO HAVE ENTERED 
INTO     
ETERNAL LIFE.  
 

WITH THE ARRIVAL  
OF SISTER DEATH,  
THE LIFE WE KNOW  
IS CHANGED,  
     NOT ENDED.  
 
SADNESS GIVES WAY  
TO THE  
      BRIGHT PROMISE  
      OF IMMORTALITY.  
      
OUR DEPARTED BROTHERS 
AND SISTERS REMAIN A     
     PART  
     OF THE  
COMMUNION OF SAINTS         
     AS WELL AS OUR  
     FRATERNITIES.  
 
PLEASE KEEP THEM  
LOVINGLY IN  
     YOUR PRAYERS.            
     AMEN.    

  

  S I S T E R           D E A T H  

 
† GLORIA SCHAFER, OFS 
JUNE 7, 2022 
LITTLE PORTION FRATERNITY 
MT. VERNON, NY 
PROFESSION: OCTOBER 4, 1991 

 
† AGNES ARENA 
MARCH 2, 2022 
MOST HOLY NAME OF JESUS 
FRATERNITY, LITTLE FALLS, NJ 
PROFESSION: FEBRUARY 15, 2004 

 
† JAMES BRENNAN 
APRIL 13, 2022 
ST. ANTHONY FRATERNITY 
BUTLER, NJ  
PROFESSION: NOVEMBER 19, 2000 

 
† ROBERT V. HUBER, OFS 
NOVEMBER 3, 2021 
IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY  
FRATERNITY, NEW YORK CITY, NY 
PROFESSION: MARCH 2, 1986 

 
† TRUDY GASSENHEIMER, OFS 
JUNE 2, 2022 
ST. FRANCIS FRATERNITY 
HACKENSACK, NJ 
PROFESSION: APRIL 1, 1989 

 
† MARGARET “PEGGY” JANKOWSKI 
APRIL 13, 2022 
PORZIUNCOLA FRATERNITY 
EAST HANOVER, NJ 
PROFESSION: JUNE 12, 1993 

continued from Front Cover 

 
PRAYER FOR  
THE SECOND 
WORLD DAY  
FOR 

GRANDPARENTS  
AND THE ELDERLY 

   
I give thanks to you, Lord, 

For the blessing of a long life 
For, to those who take  

refuge in You, 
Grant always to bear fruit. 

 
Forgive, O Lord, 

Resignation and Disillusionment, 
But forsake me not 

When my strength declines. 
 

 
 

Teach me to look with hope 
To the future you give me, 

To the mission you entrust to me 
 And to sing your praises  

without end. 
 

Make me a tender craftsman 
Of Your revolution, 

To guard with love my 
grandchildren 

And all the little ones  
who seek shelter in You. 

 
Protect, O Lord, Pope Francis 

And grant Thy Church 
To deliver the world from 

loneliness. Direct our steps  
in the way of peace. 

 
Amen. 
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 NEWLY ELECTED COUNCIL  
 PICTURED L-TO-R: 
 
 ROSELLINA IACONO, OFS, Treasurer 
 ALESSANDRA PANUCCIO, OFS, Secretary 
 DOMENICA PANUCCIO, OFS, Vice Minister 
 
 IN FRONT: 
 DOMENICA LOMUSCIO, OFS, Councilor 
 DIANE MENDITTO, OFS, Formation Director  
 ANTHONY BUDA, OFS, Minister  
 

 

    ELECTION RESULTS of May 12, 2022 
              ST. FRANCIS FRATERNITY 137, HACKENSACK, NJ 

    ELECTION RESULTS of June 18, 2022 
                                      ST. PETER FRATERNITY 113, SOMERSET, NJ 

NEWLY ELECTED COUNCIL PICTURED L - T O- R :  
FRANK CRYAN, Treasurer; DEBRA KUBECK, OFS, Councilor;  
VIVIAN ‘PENNY’ GLEASON, OFS, Secretary; MARY-FRANCES REAVEY, OFS, Formation Director;  
JOSEPH MCKENNA, OFS, Minister; EVELYN LEHR, OFS, Vice Minister. 
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                     NEWLY ELECTED COUNCIL PICTURED IN THE PHOTO FROM L - T O-R :   
   CONCEPTION MALLONGA, Formation Director; PATRIA FAUSTO, OFS, Treasurer;  
   LORNA LOPEZ, OFS, Secretary; MARIE CECILE NDIAYE, OFS, Vice Minister;  
   CORAZON PONTEJOS, OFS, Minister; FR. JOHN B. RIORDAN, OFM CAP., S.A. 
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    ELECTION RESULTS of May 22, 2022 
                    ST. JOHN FRATERNITY 151, NEW YORK CITY, NY 

     ELECTION RESULTS of  Apr i l  10 ,  2022 
                    ST.  LOUIS FRATERNITY 125,  NEW YORK C ITY,  NY 

NEWLY ELECTED COUNCIL 
PICTURED L-TO-R: 
 
THERESA KIM, OFS, 
Treasurer  
DAPROSA LIM, OFS, 
Secretary 
JOSEPH KIM, OFS, 
Minister 
DOMINGO KANG, OFS, 
Formation Director 
PETER LEE, OFS,  
Vice Minister 

       Photo  credit :  CHRIS LEONE,  OFS 
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  NEWLY ELECTED COUNCIL  
  PICTURED L-TO-R: 
 
  PATRICK MULLEN, OFS,  
  MINISTER 
  KATHRYN BRYAN, OFS,  
  Treasurer 
  DAWN RUSINKO, OFS,  
  Formation Director 
  KARYN FUSCO, OFS,  
  Secretary 
  
  MISSING FROM PHOTO: 
 
  ANNE MARIE GARRAMONE, OFS, 
  VICE MINISTER  

 

 

    ELECTION RESULTS of April 2, 2022 
              O.L. OF GUADALUPE FRATERNITY 118, RED BANK, NJ 

       Photo credits :  CHRIS LEONE,  OFS 

 

OUR LADY                
  OF THE 

ANGELS  
     

 
    R E G I O N A L     
    COMMUNICATIONS        
             TEAM:    
•THE TROUBADOUR EDITOR 

•REGIONAL AND NATIONAL  
   DATABASE ADMINISTRATOR   
ANNA PEDREIRO-GERACI, OFS 
161-B Cross Slope Ct. 
Manalapan, NJ 07726 
E-mail: acpg@aol.com 
 
Website: 
http://olangels.tripod.com/
troubadour.html 

 
CHANGE OF  

ADDRESS F ORM 
Please change (or add) the 

fo l lowing  informat ion.  
( P L E A S E  P R I N T  C L E A R L Y )  

 
 
 
 

Name 
 
 

Address 
 
 
 

Ci ty ,  State,  Z ip 
 
 

Phone 
 
 
 

E -mai l  address 
 
 

F ratern i ty  Name /  Locat ion 
 




REGION WEBSITE ADMINISTRATOR    
DIANE F. MENDITTO, OFS  
 
REGION WEBSITE 
www.ourladyofthe 
angels region.org/ 
 

  

YAHOO LIST ADMINISTRATOR                           
PEGGY LEDGER, OFS 
 
YAHOO GROUP              
http://groups.yahoo.com/
group/OLTARegion/      


FACEBOOK ADMINISTRATOR    
DIANE F. MENDITTO, OFS 

https://www.facebook.com/
pages/Our-Lady-of-the-Angels-
Region-Secular-Franciscan-
Order/257320867672618 
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Sacred Heart Fraternity  
in Yonkers, N.Y., 
celebrated the  
Rite of Profession of 
CAROLYN HOLODAK 
(right side) on  
June 24, 2022. 

  
St. Anthony of Padua Fraternity 
in Middlesex, N.J., celebrated  
the Rite of Profession of  
VANESSA CARLOMUSTO on 
June 13, 2022. 

   
Sacred Heart Fraternity in Yonkers, N.Y., 
celebrated the Rite of Profession of  
MARK MILLER AND JUNE TREACY on May 14, 2022. 
 
“Congratulations to Mark and June on their Secular 
Franciscan Profession of Faith! We are so blessed to have 
these two fine people in our community. They are kind, 
prayerful, and compassionate people who are always 
looking for ways to serve. Our fraternity was happy to 
witness their profession today and embrace the Franciscan 
way of living. We look forward to continuing to walk beside 
them on this wonderful journey.”  —Fran 
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St. Francis Fraternity  
in Hackensack, N.J., 
celebrated the  
Rite of Admission  
of MAUREEN MENAKIS  
A N D  PAM SWORDS 
on June 9, 2022. 

 

   
St. Thomas More 
Fraternity in  
New York City, N.Y., 
celebrated the  
Rite of Admission of 
ELIZABETH ALFONSO 
on May 15, 2022. 

   
O.L. of Guadalupe 
Fraternity in  
Red Bank, N.J., 
celebrated the  
Rite of Admission  
of JOAN CURCIO 
on March 5, 2022. 



 

    18    |    T HE T ROUBADOUR    |    SUMMER 2022                                OURLADYOFT HEA NGELSREGION.ORG             

 
On April 2, 2022,  
M E L I S S A  B A H R S  A N D  
ROSEMARIE SPEDALIERE  
(IN CENTER) were 
Welcomed into the        
Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Fraternity in  
Red Bank, N.J. 

    
On April 10, 2022,  
NIMBLE HIPOL was Welcomed  
into the Sacred Heart Fraternity  
in Yonkers, N.Y.  

   
On March 19, 2022,  
MARISSA LINJOCO was  
Welcomed into the St. Peter 
Fraternity in Somerset, N.J.  

   
On April 23, 2022,  
LORI SNYDER was Welcomed 
into the St. Peter Fraternity 
in Somerset, N.J.  

 
WELCOME 

On January 14, 2022, ONYINYE PHILOMENA EMEJULU transferred into the                  
St. Peter Fraternity in Somerset, N.J. Onyinye transferred from St. Elizabeth          
of Hungary Fraternity, in Nigeria, and was Professed on 10/16/2011.    
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      O R M AT I O N T E AM  

 
 
These are the questions you 
discussed with your breakout  
groups on June 25th at our session 
for Inquirers and Candidates.  
 
The comments that were  
submitted follow.  
 
If you would like to watch the video  
of the session, use the link below.  
 
 

 

Copy and paste the pass code 
when asked. 
     

https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/
share/
veLE1dymWPyr9OUArhm3HsWdljc
XQoye2IFsuFk0PDBPoPnKA2531U
IwB2tyMcc.KzjyDxNLCCGulYiI 
 
 

Pass code: 1H$hJBwO  

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 
Peace to you! 
 
On June 25th, the Regional Formation Team invited all Inquirers, Candidates, and local formators  
to attend a special session on the Rites of Admission and Profession. We are sharing below, the link to 
the video of this session. We are hopeful that you will share it with members of your fraternity, 
especially with the newly professed and those in initial formation who could not attend the session.  I   
have also attached a PDF of the comments made in the breakout groups. 
 
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share 
veLE1dymWPyr9OUArhm3HsWdljcXQoye2IFsuFk0PDBPoPnKA2531UIwB2tyMcc.KzjyDxNL
CCGulYiI 
Passcode: 1H$hJBwO  (You will need to copy and paste the passcode                                                  
when asked in order to view the video.) 

To those who attended the session, it was wonderful to meet you! We are looking forward to 
having another session in the not too distant future. 

Peace and blessings, Diane  (On behalf of the Regional Formation Team) 
 
Diane F. Menditto, OFS 
Chair, National Formation Commission 
Formation Director, Our Lady of the Angels Region 
Formation Director, St. Francis Fraternity, Hackensack, NJ 

continued on next page 
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continued on next page 

continued from page 19 

      O R M AT I O N T E AM  
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continued on next page 

      ORMATION TEAM 
continued from page 20 
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continued on next page 

      ORMATION TEAM 
continued from page 21 
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continued on next page 

      ORMATION TEAM 
continued from page 22 
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continued on next page 

      ORMATION TEAM 
continued from page 23 
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      ORMATION TEAM 
continued from page 24 
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P U B L I C AT I O N S       ◄       S E C U L A R  F R A N C I S C A N  B O O K S       ►  

 
# 501E 

# 501S 

# 501K 

# 550 

# 106 

# 105 

# 520 

# 308 

# 111E 

# 111S 

# 231 

# 221 
# 302 

# 107: E, S 

# 410 
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