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References to ANIMATE in the Rule and 
General Constitutions of the SFO

The Secular Franciscan RULE

Chapter 3τLife in Fraternity 

Art. 21. On various levels, each fraternity is 
animated and guidedby a council and minister 
who are elected by the professed according to 
the constitutions.



General Constitutions
Article 31 

1. Rule 21 άhƴ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ƭŜǾŜƭǎΣ each fraternity is animated and 
ƎǳƛŘŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭ ŀƴŘ ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ όƻǊ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘύΦέ

51.1τwith regard to the Fraternity Council

The Offices in the Fraternity 

Article 51 

1. While firmly upholding the co-responsibility of the council to 
animate and guide the fraternity, the minister, as the primary 
person responsible for the fraternity, is expected to make sure 
that the directions and the decisions of the council are put into 
practice and will keep the council informed about what he or she 
is doing.



DŜƴŜǊŀƭ /ƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎ όŎƻƴǘΩŘύ
61.3τwith regard to the Regional Fraternity

3. The regional fraternity: 

τ is animated and guided by council and a minister; 

τ is ruled by the national statutes and by its own statutes; 

τhas its own seat.

62.2bτwith regard to the Regional Council

2. The regional council has the following duties: 

a. to prepare the celebration of the elective chapter; 

b. to promote, animate, and co-ordinate the life and activities of 
the OFS and its insertion into the local Church within the regional 
area;



DŜƴŜǊŀƭ /ƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎ όŎƻƴǘΩŘύ
65.3τwith regard to the National Fraternity

3. The national fraternity: 

τ is animated and guidedby a council and a 
minister;

66.2e  with regard to the National council

Article 66 

2. The national council has the duty: 

e. to animate and co-ordinate the activities of the 
regional councils;



DŜƴŜǊŀƭ /ƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎ όŎƻƴǘΩŘύ
69.2  with regard to the International Council

2. The international fraternity is guided and animated by the 
International Councilof the OFS (CIOFS), with its seat in Rome 
(Italy), by its Presidency and by the general minister or 
international president.

73b with regard to the International Presidency

The duties and tasks of the Presidency are: 

a. to see that the decisions and orientations of the general 
chapter are carried out; 

b. to co-ordinate, animate, and guide the OFSat the 
international level, in order to make the interdependence and 
reciprocity of the OFS a reality at the various levels of 
fraternity;



DŜƴŜǊŀƭ /ƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎ όŎƻƴǘΩŘύ

88.2 with regard to the Friars and the SFO

2. It is the specific competence of the major superiors, 
in name of their jurisdiction: 

a. to establish, canonically, new local fraternities and 
guarantee them spiritual assistance; 

b. to animate spirituallyand visit the local fraternities 
assisted by their own jurisdiction; 2bτ


